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What is the Edwards Aquifer?

The Edwards Aquifer in south central Texas is
one of the most permeable and productive ag-
uifers in the United States. The San Antonio
segment of the aquifer extends from east
Kinney County to east Bexar County, then
northeast near south Hays County. The aquifer
is the primary source of water for an estimated
1.7 million people in the region and provides
most of the water for agriculture and industry.
In addition, the aquifer provides aquatic habitat
for a number of threatened and endangered
species.

What is the Edwards Aquifer Authority?

The Edwards Aquifer Authority (called the

AAut horityo) was
ture in 1993 to replace the Edwards Under-
ground Water District (EUWD) as a special re-
gional water management district for the San
Antonio segment of the Edwards Aquifer. The
Legislature mandated that the Authority take all
necessary measures to effectively manage the
resource to ensure domestic and municipal
water supplies, to promote the operation of ex-
isting agriculture and industry, to protect terres-
trial and aquatic habitat, and to sustain the
economic development of the region.

Protect our Aquifer
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A sustainable Edwards Aquifer is vital to our
community and to the environment in which
we live. It is vital not only to us and our
area, but also to our neighbors as well. We
must protect our water supply for our chil-
dren and our children's children who come
after us. That is what sensible stewardship
is all about.

It is also important to realize that the aquifer
is a dynamic asset which must be actively
managed in order to enhance water quality
and quantity. For a long time we have man-
aged aquifer outflows through pumping re-
strictions. New scientific tools offer us the
opportunity to manage inflows as well if we
make critical decisions today. Properly man-
aged, we can protect this precious resource
and protect the springs and species, which
like us, depend upon the Edwards Aquifer
for survival.
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Ben Youngblood, a local attor-
ney, has served the citizens
of San Antonio for vyears.
Some of Benbds
works for the citizens are -

o Edwards Aquifer Authority
Director, District 4

e Vice-Chairman of the San
Antonio Water System Citizen Advisory
Panel

e San Antonio Water System Rate Structure
Committee.

e Vice Chair of the San Antonio Ethics Review
Board

¢ San Antonio Planning Commission Technical
Advisory Committee

¢ Ben has been active in neighborhood issues
for more than 15 years and is the former
president of the Northside Neighborhoods for
Organized development (NNOD).

He graduated from Texas A&M Magna Cum
Laude with a BA in Economics. He received his
Juris Doctorate from University of Texas.

Ben is for the preservation of the environment
and a cleaner world for our children. He under-
stands the needs of a growing population must
be balanced with the preservation of natural re-

t h esoufBés 8nll thethékds bf the population.

Ben is a family man, having been
married for over 25 years to his
wife Eileen, & has two children,
Emily & Benjamin.
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